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the gulf between Russia and Austria and prevent outbreak
of war between Serbia and Austria. Sir Edward Grey had
meanwhile come forward with a similar mediation formula
and told Austria in language almost identical with that of
Billow to Russia, that, "if this fails, he would draw back
und let things take their course." 67
1 After Russia had accepted Germany's proposal, England,
France and Italy soon followed suit. Upon Austria's invi-
tation the Powers accordingly exchanged notes, giving a
belated sanction to the unilateral action by which Aehren-
thal had presumed to nullify the solemn clause of a Euro-
pean treaty.
Before the news of Russia's yielding had reached Vienna,
or in spite of it, the war party had gotten the upper hand.
A Ministerial Council of March 29 finally decided to order
"Yellow Mobilization" or "Mobilization B" (Balkans).
This involved the full mobilization of five of the total
fifteen army corps which at that time composed the Austro-
Hungarian army* It was thus a "partial mobilization" for
the case of a war against Serbia and Montenegro only, but
was complete for the five corps involved. Conrad .left the
Council with the conviction that .now, at last, the reckoning
with Serbia, which he had so often urged, was about to
begin.68
Serbia, however, finally heeded the warnings she had
been receiving from Russia, to avoid war for the present
and to trust to thfe future. She decided at the eleventh
hour to yield to the advice of the Powers, On March 31,
1909, she made at Vienna the formal declaration which had
been agreed'upon by Aehrenthal and Sir Fairfax Cartwright,
the English Ambassador at Vienna, in the following terms*.
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